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ST. PETERSBURG — The
Gathering of Women, Inc. 2018
Men and Women of Distinction
Awards Ceremony kicked off
an amazing afternoon last Sunday, April 15. The St. Petersburg Country Club, located at
2000 Country Club Way S, was
filled with family and well-wishers who came out to support
the achievements of this year’s
honorees.
The Distinction Awards are
given to honor individuals who
have tirelessly given their time,
talent and expertise to benefit
the community. These commu-

nity heroes represent a broad
range of activism that included
health, culture, public service
and business.
Andrida Hosey, the lead theater instructor for the fine arts
program at John Hopkins Middle School, took over the Mistress of Ceremonies duties.
This year’s entertainment was
provided by saxophonist Henry
“Hank” Ashwood and Deborah
Figgs-Sanders, a woman who
wears many hats in the community, was the guest speaker.
Each year, candidates for
the Distinction Awards undergo
a strict review process that
starts in the previous year. To
evaluate the nominations, a se-

lection committee gauges all
names within the context of
community involvement, leadership, commitment, a concern
for humanity and having an enduring and meaningful impact.
This year’s Roger and
Renee Ambrose Education
Scholarships were awarded to
Kristofer King, Timothy Garner, Ennis Hill, Sariah Gardner,
Kashonda Washington and
Kurtisha Battle. These five local
youths are eager to make a difference in the community and a
scholarship is The Gathering of
Women’s way of giving them a
head start.
See AWARDS, page 8

Crime survivors speak
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG – The St.
Petersburg area Crime Survivors for Safety and Justice
(CSSJ) gathered community
members to take part in the
“Survivors Speak” 2018 National
Healing Vigil Day of Action on
Saturday, April 14, in the Carter
G. Woodson Museum’s Legacy
Garden.
Organized by co-coordinators Dr. LaDonna Butler, Ph.D.
and Gallerie 909 owner Carla
Bristol, the event was part of a
national day of recognition for
survivors of crime. Crime Survivors for Safety and Justice, a
project of Alliance for Safety and
Justice, started in California and
has branched out to create chapters in Florida, Illinois, Michigan,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Louisiana,
and Texas — states that also happen to have the country’s largest
prison budgets.

“It’s about survivors having a
voice, and today we’re doing
healing through action,” said
Butler. “We’ve done some work
as far as criminal justice, but we
haven’t really paid attention to
the survivors – their voice or
their needs. We’re advocating for
trauma recovery centers, we’re

coming together monthly for
healing and for advocacy training, in order to address this issue
of trauma in our community.”
Butler and Bristol started
working together about four
months ago to form a Florida
chapter; the St. Pete branch offi-

ST. PETERSBURG — Family
and friends gathered at the old
Mercy Hospital, now known as
the Johnnie Ruth Clarke Center, a
day before Mamie Chapman’s
100th birthday to celebrate the
life of a loving mother, caring
nurse and wonderful friend.
Down from Kalamazoo, Mich.,
she came to enjoy herself and
soak up the love in the room.
Born April 1, 1918, in Spartanburg, S. C., Mrs. Chapman moved
to St. Pete with her mother and
grandmother in the mid-1940s.
The three settled in Jordan Park
where she soon met the love of
her life Angres Chapman.
Before landing in St. Pete,
however, she graduated from Columbia School of Nursing, which
allowed her to obtain employment
at Mercy Hospital, the only medical facility black people could receive treatment from during the
days of segregated St. Pete.
In the early part of the twentieth century, the black community
in St. Petersburg had its own
schools, churches, restaurants
and retail stores. Everything a
person needed, except a hospital.
Since African Americans were
not accepted at the whites-only
hospitals, care came from members of the community who had a
little medical knowledge. In 1913,
the all-white, five-room Good
Samaritan Hospital was moved to
the south side to service the black
community. It was rechristened
Mercy Hospital.
Unable to provide quality
healthcare for St. Pete’s growing
black population, it took 10 years
for an adequate facility to be built.
Separate but not equal, the new
Mercy Hospital opened its doors
in 1923 at 1344 22nd St. S. The additional jobs provided attracted an
educated population to the area,
and by 1926, the hospital got its
first black doctor, James Maxie
Ponder.
By 1942, 400-square-feet were
added-on, but it was nowhere
near enough space for the growing African-American community.
In 1947 that add on was torn down
to make way for a 15,000 squarefoot-expansion.
Also in 1947, Mrs. Chapman

See SURVIVORS, page 4
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

She is somebody
Sadly, women have been the victims of sexual assault since before biblical times. On plantations, black
women were routinely victimized in
this way. Today, we hear that “sex
sells.”
Question. Are you buying it?
From music videos to car advertisements, we have seen women objectified to enrich someone else’s
bottom-line. What message is society
telling our girls and our boys about our
girls? Are you truly appreciating and
valuing her intellectual capacity, even
when it is present in black and brown
skin? What happens when she fights
back?
Meet Joan Little, the first woman in
United States history to be acquitted
using the defense that she used deadly
force to resist sexual assault. Little was
born in 1953. She was the oldest of 10
siblings and was forced the care for
them. The pressure was too much. She
often rebelled and was a regular runaway.
In 1968, and pursuant to her
mother’s request, Little was declared a
truant and ordered to the Dobbs Farm
Training School. By the time she was
20, she had acquired a series of arrests. Still, her intelligence had been
noted by her social worker who offered her encouraging words. What if
her intellect was celebrated? How different would her life have been?
While Little was in a jail in North
Carolina, she was sexually assaulted
by a jail guard. She was 21. He was 62.
The guard’s body was found lying
face down on her bunk, naked from
the waist down. He had been stabbed
in the temple and heart areas with the
same ice pick he used to force her to

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.

No Sense of Smell – Part 4

comply. It was obvious that sexual activity had taken place. Unfortunately,
the jail guard did not see Little as anything more than a sexualized object.
Little was charged with first-degree
murder. The charge in North Carolina
carried an automatic death sentence.
Because, at that time, North Carolina was home to over one-third of all
the death penalty cases in the United
States, anti-death penalty and prisoners’ rights advocates were extremely
interested in Little’s case. Since the jail
guard was a white man and Little is a
black woman, both civil rights activists
and feminists were also extremely interested.
Little acknowledged that she killed
the jail guard, but she stated that she
did so in self-defense to the sexual assault. The widespread interest in Little’s case captured the national media
and the Joan Little Defense Committee
raised over $350,000. People believed
that she is somebody.
Question. Do you believe it?
Keisha Bell is an Attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com
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Praise the Lord.
Silence is part of the
problem, silence on matters that are destructive
to peoples lives. While
people affirm they love
Jesus, but where is the
hatred for things Jesus
hates? (Psalm 97:10-11;
Prov 6:16-; John 12:2326; Lk.16:13; Heb.1:9;
Rev.2:6,15). Where is the
love for people to help
them by telling them the
truth? Sitting by idly and
watching people get spiritually massacred is not
love. Jesus didn’t and
neither did those who
were trained by him,
they spoke up. And that
is why we speak.
This lack of discernment and standing up for
the Lord reminds me of
Cain, who said, “Am I
my brother’s keeper?
Cain’s response is defiant. He was saying to
God I have no obligation,
he was accusing Godsaying you take care of
him knowing full well
what he did.
Yet we are commanded James 5:19-20:
“My brothers, if one of
you should wander from
the truth and someone
should bring him back,
remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from
the error of his way will
save him from death and
cover over a multitude of
sins.”
God tells us to judge
teaching, man tells us
not to. Who are we
going to obey? These
scriptures on judging
are not bible dressing…
God wants US to
judge those inside the
Church, He will take
care of those outside.
1 Cor 5:11-13: “But
now I have written to
you not to keep company with anyone named
a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a
reviler, or a drunkard, or
an extortioner— not
even to eat with such a

person. For what have I
to do with judging those
also who are outside? Do
you not judge those who
are inside? But those
who are outside God
judges. Therefore “put
away from yourselves
the evil person.”
“Test ALL THINGS;
hold fast that which is
good” (1 Thessalonians
5:21).
“Preach the word; be
instant in season, out of
season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine” (2
Timothy 4:2).
“And have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but
rather reprove them”
(Ephesians 5:11).
“Beloved, when I
gave all diligence to
write unto you of the
common salvation, it was
needful for me to write
unto you, and exhort
you that ye should
earnestly contend for
the faith which was once
delivered unto the
saints” (Jude 3).
We do not live in the
former Soviet Union; we
are allowed to speak our
mind before God and
men. If you tell people its
wrong to question and
challenge
something
openly you have either
been taught wrong, are
naïve to what the Bible
actually says or you are
intentionally
having
them disobey the Bibles
commands. Either way
you are wrong.
Our mild exhortation
to the followers of these
men is nothing compared to the divisive effect they have on the
church. Many of us have
had enough of the nonsense- the pervasiveness
of false teaching from
our pulpits, on our radio
and our TV (emphasis
on our) has gone on far
too long without a strong
voice of challenge.
Show us where the
apostle Paul, Peter or

John taught the church
that we are little gods,
that we have great spiritual powers like Jesus
that can defy or change
nature by our speaking.
That we will take over
the earth as the Church
before Christ comes.
That Jesus became sinful on the cross and went
to hell to be tortured by
Satan.
Since they have
taught these heresies
publicly there is an obligation to Biblically refute them publicly.
Analyzing statements
and published works are
in obedience to the
Word of God. MEN
WHO HAVE SOMETHING TO LOSE WILL
ALWAYS DENY PEOPLE THE RIGHT TO
EXAMINE
THEIR
TEACHINGS, THEY INTIMIDATE
THEM
INTO SILENCE.
If you allow others to
tell you how to think on
something without ever
looking into it yourself to
come to your own conclusion- you have accepted a cult mindset.
The cults convince their
followers not to pursue
questions that would
challenge their leadership or teachings. They
set themselves up as an
authority and convince
their followers they are
God’s man or woman.
This has been going on
for hundreds of years. In
modern terms its called
group think.
Getting to the truth
will always remove the
deception. But to do so,
questions need to be
asked
and
ANSWERED– facts need to
be scrutinized. When we
as a people and a church
stop doing this we may
find ourselves in a similar time period of Germany in the 1930’s.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Elder Dr. Robert L.
Harrison
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COMMUNITY NEWS
AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER
Black-owned businesses began to
evolve as African Americans established
social and economic institutions designed to achieve control over their lives
during post-Reconstruction (18771920s). Due to the rise of black-owned
businesses that catered to the needs of
the African-American population, there
was an upward stride in economic development that spread across the south
and southwest parts of the United
States.
With hard work, ambition and fortitude, black pioneers and entrepreneurs
began to lay economic foundations. As
concentrated populations of African
Americans grew, so did a robust economic activity. These segregated communities grew while black business
districts took root and flourished. The
name used to describe those prosperous business districts was “Black Wall
Street.”
In the era of Jim Crow Laws and the
Separate but Equal Doctrine from 1876
to the Civil Rights Act of 1964, there
were several historically significant
black business districts with thriving
economic progress. The most notable
of those districts were the Hayti District
in Durham, N.C, the Jackson Ward District in Richmond, Va., and most exceptional as a legacy of success was the
Greenwood District in Tulsa, Okla.
The history of black people in Oklahoma is connected to the westward expansion and the desire for land in the
19th century. During that time, white
farmers demanded more land for cotton
in what is now the American southeast
and pressured the government to remove indigenous populations from the
region.
The government began a systematic
policy of removing Native Americans in
the 1830s. As they moved farther west,
the Native Americas brought their
African slaves across the Trail of Tears
to their new territorial home in the
West, to what is now the state of Oklahoma.
After the Civil War in 1865, former

slaves
became
refugees from white
backlash—as exhibited by Ku Klux Klan
inflictions of terror
during the Reconstruction Period 18651877—and migrated
West for a safe haven,
opportunity and land.
A young black pioneer, O.W. Gurley, was
known as the founder
of the Greenwood District in Tulsa, Okla.
He moved to Oklahoma from Arkansas
to participate in the
Oklahoma Land Rush
of 1889 in which pioneers staked out and
made claims to homestead free land. A few
years later, he purchased 40 acres of
land in Tulsa.
That acreage of
land, which had been
designated “only to be
sold to colored,” was a
dusty trail near railroad tracks. Black
ownership was unheard of at that time.
Gurley initially built a
rooming house and later other buildings.
By 1905, Gurley had purchased
more property, built the first grocery
store, constructed homes for sale or for
rent, built a church and a prosperous
hotel, which was visited by W.E.B.
Dubois. As the black population in the
Greenwood neighbor grew, a robust
black economy followed.
Another key figure of the Greenwood neighborhood was J. B. Stratford,
a lawyer and entrepreneur who arrived
in Tulsa from Kentucky in 1899. He believed that black people had a better
chance for economic progress if they
pooled their resources together and

Black Wall Street: A legacy of
success, part 1

supported each other’s businesses.
As Stratford initiated more development of Greenwood during the 1910
Oklahoma oil boom, he purchased large
tracks of real estate in Tulsa, which he
sold exclusively to blacks. He thereby
attracted educated and professional
African Americans mostly from the
south but also other parts of the United
States into Oklahoma. Stratford became
the richest African American in Tulsa by
means of real estate investments, and he
built the largest black-owned hotel in
the United States at that time.
By 1920, Greenwood became a dynamic center of progress with 108 business establishments, including two

black newspapers, 41 grocery
and meat markets, 30 cafés and
restaurants. The area also touted
33 professionals, including 15
doctors and attorneys serving
about 10,000 residents.
In just 20 years, Greenwood
expanded to also include clothing stores, funeral homes, banks,
insurance companies, nightclubs, pool halls, barbershops,
hairdressers, shoemakers, tailors, mechanics, contractors and
two exceptional movie theaters.
Greenwood was highlighted
as a center for jazz and blues
music frequented by great
African-American musicians. In
fact, it was in Greenwood where
a young Count Basie first encountered and was inspired by
big-band jazz.
Since most white establishments refused to cater to African
Americans, black businesses had
a captive market full of pent-up
demand from both Greenwood
residents and some white Tulsa
residents as well.
By 1921, there were 22 black
churches in the Greenwood
neighborhood. Religion and faith
gave strength and inspiration to
many families and the overall
community of Greenwood.
The schools in Greenwood were described as exceptional compared to
some in the white areas of town. In addition, the wellbeing of Greenwood residents was strong and the economy was
more advanced than some of the white
areas of Tulsa.
What happened the to thriving community of Greenwood? What is going on
in Greenwood today? To be continued
next week.
Jennifer Gamble-Theard, M.Ed. is a
retired Pinellas County educator in the
study of history and language. She is
also the historian for the St. Petersburg
Branch of ASALH.

I AM:
Rosalie Peck
By Gwendolyn Reese
Rosalie Peck was the last of 10 children born to her parents, James and
Octavia Peck. A native of St. Petersburg, she attended Jordan Elementary, graduated from Gibbs High
School and after being turned away
from a local business school because
of her race traveled to Washington,
D.C., to attend Cortez Peters Business
College.
Fifteen years after graduating from
Gibbs High School, Rose, as many of
us fondly called her, was chosen by the
Ambassador Club along with Frankie
Howard to promote integration by attending the all-white St. Petersburg
Junior College in 1961. She withdrew
from SPJC to live in Nassau, Bahamas,
for a few years before matriculating at
what was then Bethune-Cookman College and graduating from Atlanta University with a master’s degree in social
work in 1968.
She worked in Detroit and Los Angeles before returning home. Upon retiring in 1978, she devoted much of
her time to writing and penned, among
other pieces, her timeless poem, “Remembering 22nd Street: The Way We
Were.”
Growing up during Jim Crow in St
Petersburg meant experiencing
racism in almost every aspect of life
from not being allowed to sit on the
green benches lining Central Avenue,
separate restroom facilities and drinking fountains, to buying dresses you
couldn’t try on in downtown department stores. It was also a time of
tightly knit neighborhoods. A time
when mangoes, avocados, Japanese
plums, guavas, a variety of citrus trees
and cherry bushes abounded. A time
of music legends performing at the
Manhattan Casino. A time when regardless of social status, community
members lived near one another and
neighbors helped raise or discipline
each other’s children.
In 1991 at the age of 64, Peck won
the title of Ms. Senior Florida and
placed fourth while representing the
state in the national Ms. Senior America contest in Atlantic City later in the

year. Many years earlier, at the age of
12, she had been crowned Miss Jordan
Elementary School.
In 1991, she was named best of
show among performing artists at the
Fairly Lilith Celebration of Women in
Arts. In 1995, she was appointed to the
Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council
to represent Pinellas County by Gov.
Lawton Chiles. Peck also served as a
docent at the Salvador Dali Museum
and traveled to New York in 1994 to
present the works of Salvador Dali to
the Harlem School of Arts.
Along with her poem, Peck was the
author of several books: “Learning to
Say Goodbye: Dealing with Death and
Dying” in 1987 and “Threshold: First
Book of Poetry” in 2001. At the time of
her death, she was editing her latest
work, “A Blackberry Winter,” a fictionalized history based on stories her
grandmother used to tell her.
She also co-authored with my dear
friend Jon Wilson two books: “St. Petersburg’s Historic 22nd Street South”
and “St. Petersburg’s Historic African
American Neighborhoods.”
In 1991, she placed third in a “Why
I Love The Pier” contest. She wrote: “I
love The Pier because, as a black child
born in St. Petersburg, I was denied
access. Now, as an adult, it is my pleasure.”
Rosalie Peck died on July 31, 2009,
at the age of 82. She often likened her
experience to the words of poet
Robert Frost when she was heard to
say that it was choosing a “road less
traveled” that “has made all the difference.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The heart to feed
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Ernestine McCrone could
not take seeing a homeless woman walking the
streets with no food to eat
and no money to buy any.
The compassion of her
heart moved the skills of
her hands and sent her
into her kitchen.
The kitchen is the
place where Ernestine’s
love provides testimony
for her desire to serve
mankind.
In just a few minutes,
she stirred up a hearty
breakfast and brought it
out to the frail-looking
woman who appeared to
have missed many meals,
especially like the one she
received that day. The
smile of appreciation on the
woman’s face spoke everything that needed to be
said. That was a special moment for Ernestine and she
never forgot that feeling.
“I’ve been cooking for
a long time for my family
and people who like to
have gatherings,” she said.
“That’s where the love

comes out. I love cooking
and I must say that I’m
pretty good at it. When I
fix food for other people, I
mix a lot of love in it.
That’s the main ingredient.”
Cooking really is nothing new Ernestine. As the
proud mother of 10 children, 47 grandchildren
and 12 great-grandchildren, nearly every meal
she cooks is a catering
service experience. She
takes pride in preparing
southern style healthy
meals with an emphasis on
cleanliness while cooking.
With so many people
requesting her delicious
meals, she took to advance
her cooking even more.
Her
granddaughter,
Ameenah, suggested that
she enroll in culinary
school.
She already had knowledge of food preparation
and experience cooking it.
The schooling helped her
to display her work and
certify her to cater it.
“I really enjoyed culinary school,” said Ernestine. “One of the things
that I loved about school

was I could test what I already knew and compare
it to what they expected us
to learn. That is when I really knew that I was pretty
good.”
Her granddaughter
Ameenah, whose name
means trustworthy, inspired McCrone to launch
Ameenah’s Catering and
Event Design where you
can trust that the food will
be mouthwatering.
Ernestine enjoys cooking and is really committed to people eating
healthy. She has witnessed
too many people succumb
to health issues because of
unhealthy diets, particularly in the African-American community.
Her squash pie is a
healthy alternative to the
sweet potato pie. She cites
butternut squash nutrition

facts as low in fat while delivering an ample dose of
dietary fiber, making it an
exceptionally
heartfriendly choice. Butternut
squash also contains a significant amount of potassium, which plays a vital
role
in
maintaining healthy blood
pressure.
For those of you who
aren’t planning a catered
event, she opens up her
doors on Fridays and Sundays from noon to 5 p.m.
for the hungry public. Located at 2213 6th Ave. S,
you can sink your teeth
into fare such as turkey
wings, beef tips, collard
greens, cabbage, macaroni and cheese, rice, fried
chicken and cornbread.
Her soul food is different,
however.
“When you eat here

you don’t get a lot of salt.
You get tasty food, you
know, healthy food. And
it’s good—guarantee that.”
Ernestine and her husband Wilmer were featured last month in “2K
Steps,” a local digital magazine. They called her food
“delicious and healthy”
and less expensive when
compared with other
health-conscious foods.
Her husband is known
as the “Juice Man” for his
all-natural fresh drinks.

For example, he concocts
a pineapple, mango and
carrot drink that is to die
for. All of his juice drinks
are made with filtered
water, and of course, love.
Everyone who meets
Ernestine and Wilmer is
treated like family. If
you’re hungry, trust that
you’ll get a healthy and delicious meal made with
love at Ameenah’s.
To reach Dexter McCree,
email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

tice who was on hand to support the vigil in St. Pete,
shared a simple truth:
“Every human being that
has been impacted by
crime, it doesn’t matter the
type of crime–sexual assault, domestic violence,
homicide–deserves to be
healed.”
The vigil began with
breakfast supplied by Night
Flow Restaurant, followed
by yoga and meditation exercises led by Clayton Sizemore of The Urban Yoga
Foundation.
A survivor story was
shared by Denise Swisher,
who spoke of the trauma
she had experienced since
the murder of her son
Forbes Swisher. Known as
“P-Nut,” Forbes was shot

and killed in 2006.
“For many, many years I
felt like I was a victim until I
met Carla and LaDonna…
and then I realized I’m a survivor.”
Since the death of her
son, Swisher has been an
outspoken advocate against
violence in her community,
but she has also suffered ongoing health issues aggravated by her trauma.
Butler then invited those
present to acknowledge
loved ones who had been
taken from them through violence by speaking their
name while lighting a candle. As names were called
out, the group responded,
“We are healing through action.” It was a solemn, yet
powerful and uplifting pe-

riod of recognition.
Vito Sheeley, who is running for State House District
70, was also in attendance.
He vowed to work with organizations such as CSSJ to
get more funding and support for victims of violence.
He also related his desire to
make an impact in Tallahassee regarding gun laws.
“We need to make sure
automatic weapons should
not be accessible in our
community.
They’re
weapons of war, they
shouldn’t be on our streets,
they shouldn’t be accessible
to our children.”
Butler, a licensed mental
health counselor, wants
those dealing with residual
trauma from violence to find
a home at CSSJ and The

Well, where the organization meets monthly.
“The untold story is
those who can’t find their
survivor identity, but they’re
witnessing community violence, and the way that that
is transforming them and informing the way that they
navigate through the life
that they have,” shared Butler, who encourages all to
join the St. Pete chapter.
For more information on
upcoming events and how
you can get involved, contact LaDonna Butler at
ladonnabutler@live.com ,
(727) 251-0743 or Carla Bristol
at
carlab.bristol@gmail.com,
727-565-3930. The Well is located at 833 22nd St. S in St.
Petersburg.

Survivors Speak Healing Vigil
SURVIVORS, from front page

cially became part of the national organization two
months ago.
“We’re working to grow
membership in our area.
Membership is free and it
helps to create more advocacy toward bringing more
trauma centers to the community like LaDonna Butler
has with The Well,” explained Bristol.
At The Well, they have
healing circles, yoga and do
meditative exercises. Participants learn how to tell their
story and make them clear
and concise, which is vital
when you’re speaking to
legislators and folks in an official capacity.
“There are way too
many dollars being spent on
prisons and not enough

E
FREore
Bef fter
A
andld Care
Chi ailable
Av

spent on survivors and victims,” averred Bristol.
According to Bristol,
there is evidence that
trauma centers in communities reduce the effects of
trauma, while helping to
keep communities safer.
She related that eight out of
10 individuals who have
dealt with trauma deal with
a wide array of issues, which
is why reducing that trauma
creates a healthier society.
“Having these types of
spaces and being able to
connect with other survivors…they are able to
share stories among each
other and get valuable support,” said Bristol.
Juan Pablo Chavez, an
outreach manager for the
Alliance for Safety and Jus-

Leap
Leap into
int o L
Learning
earning
June 1, 2018 – July 26, 2018

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Monday – Friday

with FREE Summer VPK
My child will be 5 years old on or before
September 1, 2018.
My child has not attended Voluntary
PreKindergarten (VPK).
I want my child to be ready for Kindergarten.

www.pcsb.org/summervpk
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Revolution Will
Not Be Pathologized!
Community conversations around healing

By Kayla Nembhard, MA, LMHC
What does “healing” look like?
What are we truly even healing from?
What have we been told we need to
heal from? If you have engaged in it,
has this so-called healing process felt
like a whole or complete one? And,
even if it has been a fulfilling process,
then what?
What comes after such a revolution? Even as a psychotherapist, I can
honestly say I am not sure I know
what the notion of true healing looks
like yet, especially when one considers
communities of color within the context of traditional notions of counseling.
Hopefully, this piece, and the ones
to follow will generate a louder and
more visible conversation among community toward necessary exploration
and (re)discovery—remembering,
that is—around this healing.
It is important to first think about
what has been fed to us about what
healing is and what we supposedly
even need healing from in the first
place. Over the past few years, there
has been a bigger push for this shift in
how people of color perceive psychotherapy in efforts to increase
awareness around how this service is
beneficial to us too.
Awesome! Part of why I became a
therapist was to assist in this mission.
So, let us break down what to expect,
generally, in therapy.
Through clinical training as a therapist, we are ultimately taught that our
psychological and emotional problems
and traumas are our own. In other
words, if we could just stop thinking so
negatively about (which implies the
perpetuating of) the (challenging) realities we are in, we wouldn’t experience so much struggle and strife
emotionally and psychologically.
We must transcend to ascend,
right? So, what’s the message here?
You are individually responsible for
the way in which you “choose” to respond to the “rough patches” in your
reality. Therefore, if you find yourself
struggling, you must not be doing a

good enough job at managing your
negativity (cue the side-eye…).
This was your crash course on
what is considered the mainstream
short-term therapy approach, cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT).
To take this notion a step further,
one must consider the more profound
implications of the assumption above.
If we, as individuals, are molded and
primed to take responsibility for our
shortcomings and problems in life,
where is the psychological space and
permission necessary to begin to
come to terms with generations of oppression and trauma that were inflicted upon entire groups and
communities of people?
Where or how does this truth—
this history—fit into the particularly
common therapeutic narrative that in
order to heal one must accept what he
or she does and does not have power
over? Where is the accountability and
social justice necessary within this
context for generations of communities to truly heal?
If therapeutic models and ways of
“healing” in a therapeutic context completely dismiss or avoid this “harsh reality,” what, then, becomes a path to
healing for certain people? In my work
among and with community, I have
heard and observed repeated
thoughts and feelings voiced around
how there simply is no safe space to
really talk about our traumas, in a historical context, and feel validated, supported, heard, seen.
How do we begin to create these
spaces and openly and productively
have these conversations—conversations that can lead to community
movement? Let’s talk about it.
Kayla Nembhard is a licensed psychotherapist, budding writer and community warrior. Kayla’s mission is to
use words and narratives or stories
through therapeutic practice and simple
everyday conversation to remind people
of their inherent magic and power to
transform not only their individual lives
but their communities as well.

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

CHILDSS PARK YMCA Ŷ 691
6 43RD STREE
ET SOUTH ST. PE
ETE, FL
Pre-registration
registration begins March 21st

Ŷ

RSVP: (727) 270-7264
7264
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Mamie Chapman celebrates 100 years with friends and family
100, from front page

got married and started a
nine-year stint at the hospital. In 1948, she and Angres welcomed a baby boy
named Terryence. They
lived so close to Mercy
that she walked to the hospital while in labor.
The small family
moved to Detroit in 1956,
where she continued
working in the nursing
field for the US Department of Veterans Affairs.
She and her husband
moved back to St. Petersburg and she officially retired here in the early
1990s. Mrs. Chapman
once again moved back to
Michigan after her husband died in 2012.
Members of both the
Mercy Hospital Alumni

number of years and have
kept in touch ever since.
“Whenever she visits
St. Pete, she always comes
to see me,” said the 92year-old.
Mrs. Chapman makes
her rounds when she’s in
town. Another friend on
her list of visits is Thelma
Footman. Under the
weather, she wasn’t able to
make the party but sent
her daughter instead.
“I’ve known her all my
life,” said Pamela Footman, recalling that Mrs.
Chapman would administer her vaccination shots.
“She has been a true and
faithful friend to my mom.”
Catherine Crumbs met
Mrs. Chapman when she
joined the RN/LPN Asso-

Association
and
the
RN/LPN Association were
present to wish their
friend a happy birthday.
Mary Nelson worked
at Mercy Hospital right
out of college. She met
Mrs. Chapman when she
joined the RN/LPN Association, founded by Marie
Yopp.
“She helped me so
much as a young nurse out
of school,” said Nelson,
adding that Mrs. Chapman
and Mrs. Yopp kept her on
the straight and narrow. “I
contribute my success to
them.”
Emma L. Tillman first
met Mrs. Chapman when
she started working at
Mercy in 1949. The two
worked together for a

ciation. She said she was
quite a lady when she first
laid eyes on her.
“I wish her 100 more
years,” stated Crumbs.
It was also revealed
that Mrs. Chapman was
quite an athlete. Mary
Ellen King said a little over
10 years ago the two of
them took an aqua exercise class together, which
if you do the math, she
was on the shady side of
90 years old.
“She put me to shame,”
said King. “She couldn’t
swim and she went to the
Y to learn to swim and she
beat me all the time.”
Members of the Mercy
Hospital Alumni Association and the RN/LPN Association never miss a

Angres Chapman opened up
a highly successful tailoring
shop in St. Petersburg back in
1947 on Central Avenue while
segregation and racism were
in full force. After 10 years
of fighting against
discrimination, he moved his
family to Detroit. He returned
29 years later to Central
Avenue and work picked
back up like he never left.
chance to gather together
with old friends and reminisce about their days in
the trenches, especially

when it’s time to celebrate
the life of their oldest living member.

Sarah Parris-Jeffers — “I thank you
father for her blessings and all the
things that she’s done.”

Mary Nelson

Ann Gethers — It’s a pleasure to be
here to celebrate this 100th year
birthday of Mrs. Chapman.”

Emma L. Tillman

Carrie Avery

Mary Ellen King with
Mamie Chapman

“Happy birthday,” said
Katherine Jones, who knew
Mrs. Chapman before she married.
“You are still as beautiful as you
were when I first saw you.”

Ernestine Rembert
& Catherine Crumbs

L-R, Allison, Samurai, Mamie and Terry Chapman

CONNECT WITH US!
Explore Midtown Academy Center for Cultural Arts & Gifted Studies!
Attend an
Exploration Event:

Wednesday, April 18, 6-7:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 21, 10-11:30 a.m.

Midtown Academy
1701 10th Street S., St. Petersburg
Questions? Contact 727-588-6210
Center for Cultural Arts - A creative, integrated K-5 program that connects academic curriculum with the visual and performing arts.
Center for Gifted Studies - The only south-county magnet to offer full-time gifted services for students in grades 1-5.
www.pcsb.org/midtownacademy
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Foundation for a Healthy St. Petersburg
welcomes new trustees
ST. PETERSBURG –
The Foundation for a
Healthy St. Petersburg is
pleased to announce
Imam Askia Muhammad
Aquil has joined its
Board of Trustees. He,
along with Charles Harris, were both elected to
the Board on March 21.
The board oversees the
Foundation in St. Petersburg, which uses mission-based philanthropy
to improve conditions
and outcomes for underserved communities in
southern
Pinellas
County.
“Imam Aquil and Mr.
Harris are two outstanding local leaders who will
bring invaluable direction and experience to
the Board of Trustees of
the Foundation,” said
Jonathan Ellen, M.D.,
Board Chair and President and Vice Dean of
Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital. “Their
contributions
will
strengthen the Board
and connect the Foundation to communities that
reflect the rich diversity
of the county we serve.”
Imam Aquil is a
longtime activist, social
reformer and community
builder and has led
mosques and Islamic
centers in Tampa, St. Petersburg and across the
South. He is chair of the
Board of Directors of the
Collective Empowerment
Group of the Tampa Bay
Area, Inc; president/
CEO of Dog Tag Heroes,
Inc.; board member of

the African American
Business Foundation and
first vice president of the
Pinellas County Job
Corps Community Relations Council Board.
Imam Aquil has also
served as secretary for
the Hillsborough Association of Religious Leaders and a board member
of the National Conference for Community and
Justice (formerly the National Conference of
Christians and Jews);
Congregations United
for Community Action;
the Interdenominational
Ministerial Alliance and
the St. Petersburg Interfaith Association. He is
the former deputy director of the St. Petersburg
Housing Authority and
served as the president/CEO of St. Petersburg
Neighborhood
Housing Services, Inc.
for 11 years.
Charles Harris is a
shareholder at Trenam
Law and the managing
shareholder of its St. Petersburg office. He concentrates his practice in
commercial litigation and
intellectual property litigation.
His commitment to
community
includes
service as board trustee
for the Dali Museum
(2009), former chair of
the St. Petersburg Chamber of Commerce (2008)
and general counsel and
board member for the
Pinellas Education Foundation (present).
Also serving on the

Foundation’s Board are
officers Chair Jonathan
M. Ellen, M.D., Vice
Chair Dr. Katurah Jenkins-Hall and Treasurer
Emery M. Ivery as well
as members, Kevin D.
Gordon, Ed.D., Janet
Paroo, Donna J. Peterson, ScD, MHS and
Karen Wolchuck Sher.
About the Foundation for a Healthy St.
Petersburg
The Foundation for a
Healthy St. Petersburg
is a private foundation
formed in 2013 following the sale of the nonprofit Bayfront Health
St. Petersburg. It is the
steward of almost $180
million in assets to support health equity in
Pinellas County. The
Foundation inspires and
empowers
people,
ideas, information exchange, organizations
and relationships to end
differences in health
due to social or structural disadvantages and
improve
population
health.

vAt Island Flavors and ‘Tings, you will find everything
you want from the Islands and more all in one location.
Grocery • Restaurant • Catering
1411 49th St. S, Gulfport, FL 33707
Main: 727-327-6416 Catering: 727-804-1849
islandflavorsandtings.vpweb.com

CONNECT WITH US!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623
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2018 Men and Women of Distinction Award
AWARDS, from front page

Arts, Culture &
Heritage Award
Dr. Cody Clark

Dr. Cody Clark
Born in Detroit, but
raised in Titusville, Fla., Dr.
Cody Clark is a member of
the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc., and has had a
long-standing career of
more than 32 years with the
renowned arts magnet program at Gibbs High School.
In 1980, he completed
his bachelor’s degree in
music and psychology from
LaGrange College in LaGrange, Ga. He completed
both his master’s degree
and his specialist degree in
counseling education from
the University of South
Florida. In 2003, he finished
his doctoral degree in children, youth and family
counseling services at
Nova Southeastern University in Ft. Lauderdale.
Clark is the key facilitator in bringing the Pinellas
County Center for the Arts
at Gibbs High School to the
competitive level of excellence in arts education it
now enjoys. For the past 32
years, he has effectively
combined functions of key
education stakeholders to
help hundreds of students
realize their potential and
excel in their chosen field
of art and/or post-secondary schools of choice.
In the fall of 2006, Clark
joined the adjunct faculty at
Argosy University in
Tampa where he teaches
graduate students enrolled
in the school guidance and
counseling program.
A member of First
United Methodist Church,
Clark is best known in the
community as the premiere
director of the Gibbs Gladiator Gospel Choir featuring
such productions as “4 Little Girls, “Escorting Elizabeth: The Little Rock 9,”
“The Murder Ring: Emmett Till Remembered,”
“Remembering MLK, Jr.,”
“Ain’t No Mountain High
Enough” and most recently
“The Cotton Club.”
A stage director and a
music and stage performer
himself, he is the recipient
of many community awards
and honors. He is both the
district and the state winner
for the Counselor of the
Year 2012 for the state of
Florida.

profession. Her first venture into research affirmed
her
commitment
to
strength-based, culturally
competent service delivery.
During graduate studies, she completed a heuristic inquiry of academic
persistence factors of
African-American adolescent mothers in kinship
care. It was also through
this research experience
that she personally evaluated the academic supports
the role of clinical mentoring and the social support
networks available.
It was through this experience that she began to
expand her interests from
resilience and service delivery to at-promise adolescents to the factors
necessary to successfully
integrate into the counseling profession.
Her current research
interests are clinical and academic persistence models
for minority students in
counseling programs, the
integration of culturally diverse practitioners in professional networks, clergy/
clinician collaboration for
mental health and minority
faculty persistence factors.

Dr. LaDonna Butler
She is the proud mother
of five beautiful and brilliant
children and wife to Minister Ulas D. Butler, who supports her beyond measure.
Recently she opened a
community/clinical practice called “The Well” in
south St. Pete, which provides clinical supervision,
community connection experiences and counseling
services. Hosting city officials, providing space for
minority practitioners seeking to start their own practices,
organizing
conferences and hosting
healing conversations, her
center truly serves the
community.

Young Woman of
Distinction Award
Trinity Adams

Health & Awareness
Award

• Junior Reserves Officers’
Training
Corps
(JROTC) Cadet Private
First Class
• Girlfriends Incorporated - Pinellas County
Schools
Young Ladies of Christian Character – Friendship
M.B. Church
• Northside Hospital Volunteer
• St. Anthony’s Hospital
- Volunteer
• Chinese Club (former
member) – Pinellas County
Schools
• Math Bowl (former
member) – St. Petersburg
College and Mt. Moriah
M.B. Church
• Multi-Cultural Program – Pinellas County
Schools
• Flag Football – Pinellas County Schools
• Nulites Program –
Pinellas County Urban
League
• Union Foreign Baptist Association
• Congress of Christian
Workers
• Delta Sigma Theta
Academy (former member) St. Petersburg Chapter
She is an active member of New Jerusalem M.B.
Church where her father
serves as pastor. Trinity
participates in the youth
ministry; sings lead with
the youth choir, praise
dance and choreograph
dances and is a member of
the mime ministry.
Along with her many
services to her family and
church, Trinity enjoys helping the less fortunate and
enjoys caring for those who
can’t do for themselves.
In her spare time, she
enjoys traveling and shopping. Like most girls her
age, she loves jewelry,
clothes and shoes. Her favorite color is turquoise,
and if she could, she would
eat shrimp and chicken
pasta daily.
Most importantly, Trinity knows that she is a
Daughter of the King!

Young Man of
Distinction Award
Daniel Edward
Sanders
The son of Daniel and
Deborah-Figgs Sanders,
Daniel Edward Sanders
was born 11 weeks premature weighing only two
pounds 13 ounces on February 4, 2001. Although
small, his eyes were big,
bright and full of life. He
could fit in the palm of your
hand. Affectionately called
“DES” by his family, he continues to grow and be a
blessing to everyone
around him.
Daniel has been educated in Pinellas County
fundamental elementary
and middle schools, where
he excelled academically in
the gifted programs. He is
now a proud junior in the
Pinellas County Center for
the Arts program at Gibbs
High School.

Dr. LaDonna Butler
A native of St. Pete, Dr.
LaDonna Butler is the director of Clinical Services
at the Pinellas County
Urban League, an InfantFamily Mental Health
Therapist at University of
South Florida St. Petersburg - Family Studies Center and an adjunct professor
at Springfield College in
Tampa. She earned both
her bachelor’s and master’s
degrees from Springfield
College and completed her
doctorate at Argosy University.
She is actively engaged
in the exploration of quality
supervision and consultation models, which ignites
a passion for life, serve as
fuel for academic persistence and accelerate workforce preparation and
integration for individuals
entering the counseling

Trinity Adams
The youngest of four
children, Trinity Adams is a
St. Pete native. She is the
daughter of Rev. Troy and
Nevida Adams and is a junior at The Boca Ciega High
School where she is enrolled in the Medical Wellness Program.
Upon completion of
high school, Trinity would
like to attend a historically
black college or university.
Her first three preferences
are Bethune Cookman University, Clark University or
Spelman College.
Trinity’s career goal is
to obtain a law degree and
establish Adams Law Firm
in Atlanta. Her involvement
in the community includes:
• Medical Magnet Program - Boca Ciega High
School

Daniel Edward Sanders
Some of his activities include chorus, 5000 Role
Models, the Ethics Team,
the wind ensemble and the
orchestra. In the community, he participates with
the
AKA
AKAdemy
Pathfinder Program, mentors with Community
Tampa Bay, plays the
drums for Liberty Church
and in the Men in the Mak-

ing.
Daniel also enjoys playing the keyboards and composing classical music. He
has participated with the
Men in the Making in September Penn’s Power of
Song production since 2016
locally, as well as the 201718 Los Angeles productions.
Known as “the Voice,”
he has emceed events and
programs such as the AKA
Akademy Showcase and
the
Pinellas
County
Schools Inaugural Vyrle
Davis Academic Excellence
Awards Program. He’s introduced NFL Hall of
Famer Derrick Brooks on
two separate occasions and
just recently conducted a
brief interview with Bay
News 9 reporter Trevor
Pettiford.
Most recently, he portrayed several of St. Petersburg’s African-American
trailblazers celebrated during The Weekly Challenger’s
50th anniversary celebration “I AM” tribute. He has
participated in several community conversations with
notable dignitaries such as
Congressman Charlie Crist
and Mayor Richard Kriseman..
Daniel looks forward to
a successful career as a
voice artist or in broadcast
journalism. He plans to either attend Florida A&M
University, Florida International University or Stetson
University.

Humanitarian Award
Ron Diner

Ron Diner
The director of Strategic Community Partnerships at Raymond James,
Ronald Diner’s primary
focus is the Lunch Pals program that he founded. This
program is a partnership
between Raymond James
and
Pinellas
County
Schools where participants
have lunch each week with
an elementary or middle
school student who can use
the support of a caring
adult, a mentor.
More than 1,000 children have been matched
with a Lunch Pal from more
than 60 companies and
community organizations.
The program has received
awards of recognition from
the Florida Department of
Education, the Florida Association of Partners in Education and the Pinellas
Education Foundation.
Diner has personally
mentored elementary students for five years and is
currently a Lunch Pal to
two fifth grade students,
with whom he has had
lunch for three years.
On behalf of Raymond
James, Diner also leads a
partnership with Mt. Vernon Elementary School. In
addition to having recruited
more than 100 Raymond
James staff members to
mentor there, he meets
regularly with the principal,
focusing on objectives to increase student achievement.
Diner was formerly the
President of Raymond
James Tax Credit Funds,
the leading provider of equity to developers of affordable
rental
housing
nationwide. He serves on
the board of directors of the
Boys and Girls Clubs of the
Suncoast and he has
served as president of several other community or-

ganizations. Recently, the
National Mentoring Partnership selected him as a finalist for the national 2018
Corporate Excellence in
Youth Mentoring Award.

Community Activist &
Leadership Award
Laura Bentz

Laura Bentz
Florida native Laura
Bentz grew up in Miami before moving to Pinellas
County. She holds a bachelor’s degree from Florida
State University, a master’s
degree from Florida International University and a
Specialist in Education
from Nova University.
After 35 years of working with the Pinellas
County Schools as a classroom teacher and county
supervisor, she retired and
found more time to explore
her passion for helping her
community.
She is active on the
Women on the Way Advisory Committee, Belle of
the Ball, Clearwater Free
Clinic Martinis & Matisse
Fundraising Committee
and GFWC North Pinellas
Woman’s Club. She has
been president of several
professional and community organizations and has
served on many boards and
committees.
Bentz has volunteered
for the last nine years as a
CPR and First Aid instructor for several high schools
that offer the Vocational
Early Childhood Professional Certificate (ECPC).
Students with an ECPC
earn “staff credential” from
the Florida Department of
Children and Families to
work in licensed child care
centers after graduation.
Teen parents in high
schools
benefit
from
Bentz’s early literacy presentations. For the last
eight years, she’s volunteered as a speaker, teaching teen parents about the
importance of reading to
children at a young age.
As grant chairman of
GFWC North Pinellas
Woman’s Club, Bentz oversees the club’s process of
distributing funds to community 501(c)(3) organizations that make a difference
in the community. This
process has led to a better
understanding of the needs
of the community and the
organizations that serve
them.
Bentz has received
much recognition both for
her community involvement and professional accomplishments, including
being recognized as Mrs.
Countryside, GFWC North
Pinellas Woman’s Club Volunteer of the Year, Pinellas
County Schools Ambassador of the Profession Semifinalist and Top Ten
Teachers, to name a few.

Community Building
& Public Service
Award
Faye Dowdell
Born and raised in St.
Pete, Faye Dowdell enlisted
in the U. S. Air Force in
1974. She earned a bachelor’s and a master’s degree
in military sociology while
completing the Air Force
ROTC program at the University of Maryland at College Park, Md.
While attending the uni-

versity, Dowdell became a
published author in sociological journals. She was
then assigned to Sheppard
AFB, Texas, for training
and stationed at RheinMain Air Base in Germany.
While assigned to Germany, she volunteered additional duty to provide free
income tax services to military service persons stationed abroad and she
served as an advisor to
women.
Dowdell began her career in law enforcement in
January 1985 as a US Postal
Inspector. She also advanced through the ranks
to Major in the USAFR. She
was assigned as a special
agent in the Air Force Office of Special Investigations at McGuire AFB, New
Jersey, and Bolling AFB,
Washington, D.C.
She was then appointed
as the reserve commander
of the detachments in New
York City and Holloman
AFB, N.M., where she was
involved in a car accident
that ended her career in law
enforcement.
Major
Dowdell received numerous military awards and
medals including the Meritorious Service Medal.
She was actively involved in several associations prior to retiring to her
hometown in 1996. She has
a disability retirement but
has continued to serve
without pay. She has provided counseling services
to veterans at the VA Medical Center at Bay Pines.
With the DAV Organization, she assisted many veterans with completing the
necessary paperwork that
is required to obtain veteran benefits.

Faye Dowdell
Dowdell volunteered as
an interim secretary at
Academy
Preparatory
School and served a full
term on the City’s Civilian
Police Review Committee.
She coordinated the Juneteenth Family Festival for
the City of St. Petersburg
for several years and is the
author of a book children’s
book entitled “Juneteenth.”
She now volunteers as
the business manager and
member of the board of directors for Hazley’s Music
School.

Volunteer, Advocacy &
Community Leadership Award
Eddie Jean & Jimmy
Roberts
Jimmy and Eddie Jean
Roberts both agree that
hunger is a symptom of
poverty, not the cause of a
problem. They feel no one
wakes up hungry without
something else having
gone wrong first in their
lives.
Jimmy was raised in
Waynesboro, Ga., and
moved to St. Pete in 1984
where he worked at the
Don Cesar and at Tropicana Field. He later gained
employment with the City
of St. Petersburg in the
water resources department.
Born and raised in
Graceful, Fla., Eddie Jean
has been a hairstylist since
1977. She moved to St. Pete
in 1998 and opened her
own hair salon. The two
were later united in marriage.
With encouragement
from friends and neighbors
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Eddie Jean & Jimmy Roberts
in 2015, the Roberts
formed a nonprofit hunger
relief organization called
MayMay & Katie’s Rescue
Angels, leading the movement to end hunger
throughout St. Petersburg.
The food pantry is fondly
named after Eddie Jean’s
mother MayMay and her
sister Katie.
The food pantry is located at the Lords House,
731 Queen St. S, and serves
more than 150 meals daily
to people in need and more
than 39,000 meals annually.
At any given time, someone
may call them in need of
food and they will immediately comply at least five
days a week.
The couple is committed to working on a longterm hunger solution while
continuing the work they do
every day. There is much to
do from their day to day efforts, to getting food in people’s hands, to solving
hunger on a deeper level.
They started MayMay
& Katie’s Rescue Angels because it bothered them to
see so many hungry people
and they wanted to do
something about it.

Business & Innovation
Award
Tangela Murph Bailey
A native of St. Pete, Tangela Murph Bailey is a 1980
graduate of Lakewood High
School. She earned a degree in Technology and
Programming from Pinellas
Technical College, and after
working in the corporate
world for a few years, she
decided to pursue a dream
of her own.
For two and a half years,
she sold books throughout
the county at parties, festivals and other mobile
events. She gained the confidence to take the plunge
and opened up Reader’s
Choice Books & Gift Expressions in November
2000.
Her store offers a variety of church supplies,
adult/children books and
puzzles, gospel music,
greeting cards, African attire, Masonic and Greek
Paraphernalia.
Bailey has received numerous awards, which include being nominated as a
finalist for the “Business of
the Year” by the St. Petersburg Area Chamber of
Commerce. She puts God
first in her life, in all that she
does.
Married to Bobby Bai-

Tangela Murph Bailey
ley, they are members of
the United Community
Church. She is very appreciative of her family, friends
and the community for their
support over the years.
Her slogans are “Promoting Literacy One Book
at a Time” and “We Bring
Good Books to Life.” She
offers discounts to book
clubs and finds time for a
children’s story hour.
Reader’s Choice Books

& Gift Expressions is located at 4341 34th St. S, and
is open six days a week
from 10-6 p.m.

Philanthropist Award
Eileen Coogan
Joining Allegany Franciscan Ministries 2005,
Eileen Coogan is the president and CEO of the nonprofit Catholic organization
affiliated with Trinity Health
that is focused on improving the overall health status
of individuals through increasing access to health
services and information.
Guided by the tradition
and vision of the Franciscan
Sisters of Allegany, Allegany Franciscan Ministries
focuses its efforts in three
regions of Florida: MiamiDade County, Palm Beach,
Martin and St. Lucie counties and Hillsborough and
Pinellas counties. Annually,
the organization invests approximately $6 million in
communities served.
Coogan has over 30
years’ experience in nonprofit management and
leadership. She is recognized for her skills in engaging board and staff, building
relationships, embracing
change and focusing on
continuous, mission-driven
improvement.
Prior to joining Allegany
Franciscan
Ministries,
Coogan served as executive
vice president at United

Eileen Coogan
Way of Palm Beach County,
leading strategic change initiatives and creating significant partnerships with
funding
organizations,
providers, and others in the
community.
In the 1980s and early
1990s, she worked in Massachusetts, first with Project
Bread–The
Walk
for
Hunger in Boston, the
area’s premier organization
helping hungry and homeless people. She then
served as executive director
of LynnArts, a non-profit
community arts organization dedicated to bringing
the arts and the community
together and supporting
community redevelopment
efforts.
Coogan has always
been actively involved in the
community, serving on a variety of boards and committees. She has held
numerous leadership roles
with the Blue Ridge Institute, is a member of the
Tampa Bay Funders Forum
and serves on the Community Benefit Council for BayCare and the Community
Health and Well-Being
Leadership Council for
Trinity Health.
A graduate of Leadership Florida (Class XXXI),
Leadership Palm Beach
County and the Tampa Bay
Partnership’s CEO Direct
program, she earned a
bachelor’s degree in Religious Studies from Mount
Holyoke College and holds
a master’s degree in social
work from Boston College
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Victory Christian Center Church

Pastor
Claude Williams

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com
GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

A Word from The Lord
Be led by the Spirit My child. Hold
on to your peace and be ready to
serve, deliver and be delivered.
Salvation is near, comfort is near
and patience is here.
Trust Me with your family and be
led by My Holy Spirit.

Continue to walk by faith.
Be not discouraged and rest in My
blessed assurance.
Rest and move forward in your
anointing.

Remember to study yourself to be
quiet and the Spirit will forever be in
This will be a wonderful journey and your presence.
you will grow amazingly.
Your love will harvest souls for my
Kingdom.
Give as your heart leads you. Treasure your time and cherish your
Peace and strength are yours.
loved ones.
Love, Your HEAVENLY FATHER
Keep Me first and I promise to lead
you and never leave you.
John 15:17 KJV
“These things I command you, that
JESUS is your answer.
ye love one another.”
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
Let not your heart be
troubled: ye believe in
God, believe also in me.
John 14:1
St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
Rev. Brian K. Brown, and
congregation thank God
for his continual mercy,
grace and abundant blessings. We strive to give
God our utmost praise for
the awesome gift of His
Son, Jesus Christ and extend to our community an
invitation to share in our
praise as we pursue our
mission of Creating a
Bible-Based Haven of
Hope, Help, and Healing.
Sunday’s
message
from Pastor Brown was
‘Greater’ with the question ‘To Do Greater Work,
What’s Required?” To answer the question John
14:9-14 was the scripture
basis from which three responses were presented:
(1) Greater Work Needs
Us Grounded. We do
greater work because of
the One who is Greater,

(2) Greater Works Needs
Us Grouped. We can’t do
greater work by ourselves, we must be
grouped with Jesus and
(3) Greater Work needs
us Groomed. God is
grooming us to do greater
work for today and tomorrow. Please feel free to
join us each Sunday at
10:45 a.m. to receive a
word from God for the
equipping of our lives.
Praise God for bringing us through the first
half of the busy month of
April. Many thanks to all
who come out to St.
Mark’s Spring Cleanup
day. Congratulations to
the Mt. Calvary MB
Church on their church’s
41st Anniversary and
many thanks to the St.
Mark Family for their participating in the fellowship. Still ahead is the
celebration of the church
and Pastor’s Anniversary
with New Jerusalem MB
Church on April 19 at
7:30. We culminate out-

Pastor’s Corner
ings for the month when
we join the St. John MB
Church on April 29 at 3:30
pm for the South Florida
Progressive Association’s
celebration of the Senior
Women’s Women in Yellow Program. We wrap
up the month with Operation Love on April 29
when we go out to visit
our sick and shut in members immediately after
the morning service.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
- Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance
Rehearsal - Sundays from
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
N.I.K.E. Tutoring Program - Mon. and Wed.
from 5 – 6:30 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @ 7 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official Boarding Pass. Where,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady
Teresa L. Evans (have a
heart for the people), the Official Family and Members
welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting
our with our Bread of Life
Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by Wednesday in the
Word (the Learning Arm of
our church) at 12:00 noon
and again at 7:00 pm. We
drop our Anchor until Sundays, where we set sail again
with our Early Morning Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith)
begins at 9:30 pm and finally
our Mid Morning Worship
Service at 10:45 am. All are
Welcomed to use this Boarding Pass to experience the
“It;s just nice to be nice”
church.
Don't sit out
church, God has Blessed us
to much, we owe Him at
least a Thank You.
“The Ship” won't sail
without You! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods: Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st
Street South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712 - Church Office: (727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”:

Visit us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook Friendship Missionary Baptist Church and WCBDA
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available - Call the Church at
(727) 906-8300 – Monday –
Friday from 9 AM – 3 PM.
April Beyond The Wall
Blessings at the Ship
CHURCH SCHEDULED
EVENTS:
The 90th Church Anniversary Planning Committee Meeting, every Monday
at 7:00 pm. ALL January
(Reuben),
February
(Simeon)Tribe members or
any interested church member and ALL Ushers Ministries
members
are
encouraged to attend these
meetings,
thank
you,
Brother Bobby Robinson
and Sister Claretha Tyson,
Chairpersons.
The Adult Mass Choir is
cordially Inviting all past and
interested members of the
Ship to be a part of the Choir
that is focused on Glorifying
God through Song. Rehearsal is every Thursday, at
7:00 pm. Bro. Eland Wilson,
Minister of Music.
Saturday, April 21, 2018
from 2:00 pm until 4:00 pm –
Women's Ministry Presents
our Annual Spring Lunch
(formerly Annual Tea), this
year's theme is “Bountiful
Blessings for the Women of
God”,
Scripture:
2
Corinthian 9:11-12. See any
member of this ministry for
your Ticket(s), the Donation
is $10.00 per ticket, Thank
You, Sis. Cynthia Pierce,

Ministry Leader.
Sunday, April 29, 2018 –
FIFTH SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 8:00 am – Church Sunday School and at 9:45 am –
Worship Service
FAMILY LIFE EMPHASIS CONFERENCE 2018 –
Schedule - “Living In Love...
GOD'S DESIGN FOR FAMILIES-Ephesians 3:17-20
Monday, May 7, 2018:
6:45 – 7:30 pm – General Session 1- Lecturer: Pastor Dr.
Wayne G. Thompson, First
Baptist Institutional Church
– 7:45 pm – Workshop ;
Tuesday, May 8, 2018: 6:45
– 7:40 pm – General Session
2, Lecturer:
Pastor Dr.
Wayne G. Thompson, First
Baptist Institutional Church
- 7:45 pm – 8:45 – Workshop
and Wednesday, May 9,
2018: 7:00 pm – General Session 3 Keynote Pastor: Pastor Dr. Wayne G. Thompson,
First Baptist Institutional
Church, Adult Mass Choir,
Male Chorus, and 2nd Sunday Ushers to Serve. Family
Fellowship
immediately
after the General Session –
The Classes: Building a
covenant relationship with
Christ: The Married Couples Ministry; Before I say I
Do...Single Christians –
(Rev. Robert Perry, Sr., Pastor, Greater Grand Central
Baptist Church), IROC – I
Rely On Christ, High
School/College and Youth
Ages 6-12 years old...Focus
on completing homework, library time for stories/movie
and a snack. THE COMMUNITY IS INVITED TO BE A
PART OF THIS CONFERENCE

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Thoughts Do Create
“As a man thinks in his heart so is he
(Proverbs 23:7).”
Often we ask ourselves the question,
“How did this happen to me?” I can answer
that question. Things come to “be” through
various stages: silence, thoughts, words, actions and manifestation. Silence is the
ground. Thoughts are the seeds. Spoken
words water the seeds/thoughts that we
planted. Actions fertilize the seeds/thoughts
and cause them to grow. Manifestation is the
harvest of our thoughts.
Students of Truth often say, “I AM the
thinker of the thoughts that creates the
things in my life.” This idea empowers us to
take responsibility for our thoughts and our
lives. Another saying that helps us develop
our Christ consciousness is “Thoughts held
in mind reproduce after their kind (Genesis
1:24-31).” Until we give an idea energy, it is
just a suggestion that can be accepted or re-

jected. Thinking is giving energy to a mental
suggestion.
If we don’t like the harvest, then we can
change the seed. If we don’t like what has
manifested, then we can change our
thoughts. If we plant apple seeds and we
don’t like the apples that manifest, we can get
different fruit, by planting a different seed.
Whatever is going on in our lives right now,
it all started with a thought. Whether we consider our current situation to be positive or
negative, it all began with an idea that we accepted and held in our minds.
The beauty of the mind is that if we don’t
like what we have created, then we can
change our minds and create something different. It will take time to uproot what we
have planted. Nevertheless, we can have a
different life if we start thinking different
thoughts, speaking different words and
doing different deeds.

Faith Memorial MBC
The congregation of Faith
Memorial Missionary Baptist
Church is happy to announce
the celebration of the 2nd Anniversary of Pastor Robert A.
Vinson, Jr. Please join us for
this blessed occasion on Sun-

day, April 22, 2018 at
10:45am. Pastor Rickey L.
Houston of Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church will deliver the message. Faith is
located at 1800 18th Ave
South.
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